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1. INTRODUCTION

Over the last few years, energy has become one of the key topics 
in international relations. Until comparatively recently, European 
countries were accustomed to a predictable business environment 
with relatively low energy prices and stable supplies of raw materials. 
 e beginning of the new millennium, however, brought with it a 
new global situation characterized by decreasing domestic produc-
tion, ambivalent relations with the biggest natural gas supplier, the 
Russian Federation, and a fi erce eff ort towards the decarbonization 
of European energy.  is new situation, therefore, encourages us to 
devote very close attention to energy-related questions.

With regard to the Czech Republic and the wider central European 
region represented by the Visegrad Four, one of the main problems in 
this area is the question of natural gas supplies, which are historically 
tied to the main (and at times, the only) supplier, Russia.

Without questioning the reliability of this energy source, which has 
been satisfactory from a historical perspective, the presence of several 
transit countries and the overall eff ort towards at least rudimentary 
diversifi cation have encouraged the V4 countries to consider the pos-
sible need for more transit routes or suppliers.

 is situation could be signifi cantly infl uenced by planned projects 
as well as facilities that are already under construction: Nord Stream, 
Nabucco, South Stream and the LNG terminals – all redraw the gas 
pipeline map of Europe and all may have a substantial impact on 
natural gas supplies to Central Europe. 

Consequently, the following questions come to the forefront:

• How could particular gas pipelines and LNG terminals (or their 
combinations) in� uence the economically rational distribution 
of gas � ows within the Czech (and other V4 countries’) distribu-
tion and transit network(s)? What in� uence could these facilities 
have on the very nature of the gas � ows? Which projects or their 
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